












2010 Isolation Ridge Vineyard 
UnRiesling
The 2010 Isolation Ridge UnRiesling is in 

fact a chardonnay but any non-riesling 

white wine produced in a riesling-centric 

environment like Frankland Estate has 

to be resourceful to get a share of the 

limelight. 

Despite what Judi Cullam calls a ‘shameless 

infatuation’ with riesling we have been 

as assiduous in developing our approach 

to chardonnay as in refining our riesling-

making techniques.  We continue to trial 

different picking dates and more careful 

fruit selection criteria in the vineyard while 

experimenting with larger barrels for oak 

treatment to achieve a fresher, tighter focus 

in our chardonnay. 

The 2010 Isolation Ridge Chardonnay 

reflects the lessons learned in these trials. 

The tighter focus and firmer structure is 

a result of the higher natural acidity that 

comes from picking the fruit 

earlier at vintage time. It 

has the textural benefits 

of oak treatment without 

overt oak flavours due to 

the use of larger  format 

barrels. 

The result is an elegant, 

complex and tightly 

focused wine with 

citrus, peach, 

nectarine and 

grapefruit flavours 

supported by 

refreshing natural 

acidity with subtle 

oak and a light, flinty 

texture.  

Few other 

UnRieslings offer so 

much for so little!

Not least among these is more emphasis on 

sustainability throughout the winemaking and 

farming enterprise including the adoption of 

organic viticultural practices in the Isolation 

Ridge vineyard. Equally significant have been 

changes to winemaking practices in the winery 

that owe much to the quiet but steady influence 

of Brian Kent who joined Frankland Estate in 

2010 after working for  7 years as part of the 

winemaking team at the Ferngrove winery just 

up the road from us in Frankland.

As a small family winery Frankland Estate is 

renowned for having a close-knit winemaking 

team. To ensure he would be fully accepted 

The Winemakers

Elizabeth Smith, Brian Kent and Hunter Smith

The generational change that took place when Elizabeth Smith 
and her brother Hunter took over the winemaking reins from their 
parents Barrie Smith and Judi Cullam resulted in many changes 
at Frankland Estate.

Gardening  
not farming
The increased focus we have on 

preserving the health of our vineyard 

soils since we adopted organic 

viticulture means we now consider 

ourselves vine gardeners rather than 

vine farmers.

into it Brian sensibly adopted the only strategy 

open to an outsider trying to compete against 

the hidden strength of family bonds – he 

married Elizabeth and became a member of the 

family!

One of the biggest challenges for artisanal 

winemakers like Frankland Estate with 

young, skilled winemaking teams is to remain 

committed to a non-interventionist winemaking 

approach. Resisting the challenge to interfere 

with wines struggling to make themselves is 

always difficult but, as our picture illustrates, 

this wine making team seem to be able to do it 

with aplomb. 

By drinking riesling you 
become a better person!

Barrie Smith. Frankland Estate



Readers of Entwined are always welcome at Frankland Estate. Because our cellar door is 
conveniently located in the middle of nowhere we like to recommend you ring in advance to 
let us know of your visit. This will enable us to have someone on hand to assist you sample or 
purchase our wines and, if you are well behaved, perhaps even show you a few ‘special’ wines 
from back vintages or from one of our many ‘experiments’.

The winery is located on the western side of the Rocky Gully-Frankland road some 4.5 kms 
north of Rocky Gully and 14 kms south of Frankland.

Frankland Estate  
Frankland Road 
Frankland WA 6396 
Tel: +61 08 9855 1544 
Email: info@franklandestate.com.au 
www.franklandestate.com.au

Frankophiles Wanted

If you know someone who is fond of fine wine and may be interested in receiving our free newsletter, add 

their name to our mailing list by completing the form below.

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms): ________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________Postcode_____________________

Tel: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________

 Receive Entwined by email

‘ENTWINED’  THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETER
OF FRANKLAND ESTATE

FRANKLAND ROAD, FRANKLAND
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6396

TEL 08 9855 1544 FAX 08 9855 1549
EMAIL: INFO@FRANKLANDESTATE.COM.AU

WWW.FRANKLANDESTATE.COM.AU

Visitors Welcome
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Bengt Baumgartner the head sommelier for the European, City Wine Shop, Melbourne 

Supper Club and Siglo Bar is the winner of the 2011 Riesling Scholarship sponsored 

by Frankland Estate and CellarHand Wine Distribution. Valued at over $10,000 the 

scholarship provides the winner with a trip to Europe to visit the vineyards and 

wineries of some of the most exciting riesling producers in the world today. 

Selected from one of 12 fi nalists after a day of riesling tastings and master classes 

Bengt was elated with his win. “I have already got so much out of the experience 

of this scholarship and the trip to Europe will enable me to gain an even deeper 

understanding of this wonderful variety,” he said

According to Hunter Smith selecting a winner from the 12 fi nalists was no easy task 

but the fi nal choice was infl uenced by Bengt’s palate sensitivity for the variety as well 

as his profound knowledge and enthusiasm.  

The Frankland Estate & CellarHand Riesling Scholarship is designed to encourage 

greater interest in and appreciation of Riesling wines and is awarded annually to a 

member of the wine and hospitality trade. 

For more details go to www.franklandestate.com.au  

Bengt Baumgartner wins 2011 Riesling Scholarship


